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THERE IS A SIMPLE REASON why the 70-year-old Girls’ Vacation Fund changed
its name to Girls Quest. ’

- Girls’ Vacation Fund doesn’t really tell what we're doing,” said Girls Quest Exec- |
utive Director Susan Hall. “We’re taking these girls on a journey, a journey that will
have a positive impact on their lives socially and academically,

“We'll always be the Girls' Vacation Fund, because
that is what we were founded as. But we've rebrandad
our name and our programs.”®

In other words, like some other T0-year-olds, the
Girls' Vacation Fund is getting a face-lift, tammy tuck
and new hairdo,

Founded to expose inner city girls to summer camp
experiences, Girls Quest has a new motto — “Goi
Outside, Growing Inside” — and changes on

two-week sessions at Camp Oh-Neh-Tah this vear

Camp programs are geared toward EMpPOWering
young women, Hall said. Though the caretaker and
some of his crew are male, most camp activities ara
planned and run by women.

“It's important for women to start better iden-
tifying and respecting women,” Hall said, “It's
important that young girls see young women
like themselves who are going to college, who
show them there is more to life, more opporiu-

B Expanding its mentoring program.
to provide six to eight hours a month
of face-to-face contact between girls
and their mentors.

B Moving from cramped offices in mid-
town to mora than 2,600 feet of space on W 30th St

B Beginning the second year of ifs Summer Experien-
tial Education and Development Program. a host of
educational and recreational activities held at Camp
Ch-Meh-Tah, the group's 464-acre facility in East
Wisidham in the Catskills. “We actuaily own a moun
tain,” Hall laughed. “It's incredible *

® Hiring a fulltime camp director, ‘

B Exploring ways to provide scholarships and travel
abroad experiences for its teen counselors who con-
tinue on to college, :

B Hiring Hall, wiho will celebrate a year with the group
next month:

“We're expanding our programing, and mMOVINE our
offices will let us do more workshops with the girls,
to bring them into the office,” Hall said. "We can take
what they do in the summer and make sure they stay
on track. That way we can be a year-round resourte for
them and have a deepar impact.”

(Girls Quest is now seeking applications for campers,
Three hundred girls, ages & to 17, will attend the three

fronts, including:
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21 en on the auction page
. of the group’s Web site,

for them.”
Sl Giris Qti.l‘lut draws camp-
T Y crs from the five boroughs,
ARDSON Westchester County and
Long Island. Up to 70% of them are from sin-
gle-parent homes, Hall said. Many have nev-
er been beyond a 60-block radius of their J8
homes.

“The camp affords them an
to go out in the mountains, in the fresh air,
and just relax while learming,™ Hall said.

Hall, who holds a master's degree in
public administration from New York
University, has worked for such phil-
anthropic organizations as the Common-
wealth Rund and other nonprofits, including
Planned Parenthood Federation of America.

"I always wanted a job where I could give back,*
Hall said.

Camp sessions run from July 1 through Aug. 14
There is a $40 nonrefundable application fee, with tu-
ition costing from $110 to $500, depending on abili-
ty to pay,

Fa?ai application, call (212) 532-7050, or check the
Web site, www.girlsquest Org. criehardeon@nydadmess com
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